CURRICULUM

Curriculum and financial advantages are probably the two most important reasons why schools consider school district reorganization. Students in both school districts would benefit greatly from a more extensive combined curriculum through reorganization. 

Today, nearly three-quarters of the nation’s high school students go on to postsecondary education. But a large number of these students have difficulty in the beginning, requiring remediation in math, English and other basics before being allowed to enroll in college-level courses. An ever more frightening statistic shows that more than one-quarter of freshmen at four-year colleges, and nearly half of those at two-year community colleges, do not make it to their sophomore year.

Despite huge increases in the college-going rate over the past three decades, the percentage of students who earn a baccalaureate degree is roughly the same as it was in 1950.

There is a growing body of evidence that a major contributor to this problem is the quality and intensity of the high school curriculum. Too few students are taking the kind of courses they need to enter college or the work force ready to succeed.

A strong curriculum is important for work-bound students as well. Regardless of whether high school graduates aspire to careers requiring college degrees or technical certificates, the prerequisites are virtually the same, algebra, geometry, laboratory sciences, and strong communication and problem-solving skills. The No Child Left Behind Act has mandated that all students be tested and included in the Adequate Yearly Progress. Students who do not have the proper background for the testing are at a disadvantage. Therefore, these work-bound students need to have a stronger background in the core academic courses so they will be better prepared for the testing process.
Students must still have the opportunity to take career and technical courses, art, music, and a foreign language, which are also important.  Algebra and geometry concepts can be taught and learned in a building trades or an art class as well.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Section 5/27-22 of the Illinois School Code and Section 1.440 of the Illinois Administrative Code set forth graduation requirements for high school seniors. Although the school board has the authority to establish requirements for high school graduation, by law, those requirements must include the following core curriculum:

· Three years of language arts (two units in a three year high school)

· Two years of mathematics, one may be related to computer technology

· One year of science

· Two years of social studies, one must be American history or a combination of history of the United States and American government

·  One year chosen from music, art, foreign language, or vocational education

State law also requires that students acquire 16 units in grades 9 – 12 (for four year high schools) and 12 units in grades 10 – 12 (for three year high schools). Students must also receive instruction in the principles of representative government and other specified related subjects mentioned in these codes.

State Universities in Illinois have minimum high school course requirements for admission of freshman. Beginning in 1993, a student who seeks admission to any Illinois public community college, college or university must have completed four years of English; three years each of mathematics, science and social studies; and two years of music, art, or a foreign language. 

The three school districts meet the above state requirements for graduation and some have added their own requirements to those listed above.

However, P.A. 94-0676 adopted August 30, 2005 changes graduation requirements starting with students entering high school for the first time during the 2005-06 school year. These freshmen will be required to have 3 years of mathematics in order to graduate.

Of the 3 year mathematics requirements, students entering the ninth grade during the 2006-07 school year will be required to have Algebra I and 1 year must be a course that includes geometry content. In addition, 2 years of Writing has been added to their graduation requirements. At least 1 year must be an English course and 1 year may be provided as a part of any course offered.

Students entering the ninth grade during the 2007-08 school year will be required to have 2 years of science added to their graduation requirements

Students entering the ninth grade during the 2008-09 school year will be required to have another year of Language Arts. Therefore, these students will need 4 years of Language Arts and the additional requirements previously mentioned to graduate. The Writing requirement is separate from the Language Arts requirement.

Students graduating in the year 2012 will have a new set of graduation requirements. These new requirements include the following core curriculum:

· Four years of language arts (no content specified)

· Two years of mathematics (one must be Algebra I and one course must include geometry content)

· Two years of science (no content specified)

· Two years of social studies (one must be U.S. History or a combination of history of the United States and American government)

·  One year chosen from music, art, foreign language, or vocational education

· Two years of writing, (one year must be an English course and one year provided as a part of any course offered)

The intent of the Writing requirement is not to compel schools to create a separate Writing course but to include writing instruction in existing courses required for graduation. Also, daily physical education, while not a state graduation requirement, is a required course for all students in each of four years of high school (105 ILCS 5/27-6). The law and ISBE Agency rules require that students take a minimum of 18 weeks (one semester) of health education and one quarter (nine weeks) of consumer education.

The following three tables show what students are doing following graduation at Athens, Greenview and PORTA High Schools. 
Table XXII
Follow-up of Graduates of Athens High School

      Number      4-Year       2-Year
     Other       Armed

Year
     Graduates  College       College        School       Services      Work         Other

	2009
	28
	41%
	41%
	3%
	3%
	12%
	0

	2008
	65
	31%
	46%
	5%
	5%
	10%
	0

	2007
	68
	48%
	33%
	8%
	0
	11%
	0


Table XXIII
Follow-up of Graduates of Greenview High School

      Number      4-Year       2-Year
     Other       Armed

Year
     Graduates  College       College        School       Services      Work         Other

	2009
	18
	17%
	72%
	0
	0
	11%
	0

	2008
	27
	33%
	44%
	4%
	8%
	11%
	0

	2007
	17
	41%
	41%
	0
	6%
	12%
	0


Table XXIV
Follow-up of Graduates of PORTA High School

      Number      4-Year       2-Year
     Other       Armed

Year
     Graduates  College       College        School       Services      Work         Other

	2009
	96
	50%
	22%
	7%
	0
	16%
	5%

	2008
	95
	49%
	22%
	8%
	3%
	13%
	5%

	2007
	103
	46%
	16%
	5%
	11%
	11%
	11%


The changing mandates at the state and federal levels present administrators with the unenviable challenge of developing approaches that will push students academically, raise test scores, and build a solid foundation. 

By combining the three curriculums, students should have the opportunity to take a more rigorous academic program and expand their career/vocational education experiences. Opinions vary as to what constitutes a strong academic curriculum.

In a follow-up to the 1983 report A Nation at Risk, the National Commission on Excellence in Education recommended that all high school students be required to complete four years of English, three years each of math, science and social studies, and one to one-and-one-half years of computer science. In addition, those students planning on attending college should take two years of a foreign language.
In 1999, the U.S. Department of Education published the report Answers in the Toolbox defined a “rigorous” curriculum as more than three years each of English and math (including math beyond Algebra II), a minimum of two years each of laboratory sciences, history and foreign languages, and more than one Advanced Placement (AP) course.

The National Center for Education Statistics in a more recent study set the bar even higher. The 2001 report High School Academic Curriculum and the Persistence Path Through College describes a “rigorous” curriculum as four years of English, three years of a foreign language, three years of social studies, four years of math (including pre-calculus or higher), three years of science and at least one Advanced Placement (AP) course.

A growing number of high schools are looking to the Advanced Placement (AP) program as a quick way to induce the more rigorous coursework into their academic programs. All three high schools offer Advanced Placement (AP) courses in English and Athens has an AP U. S History course.   

The following pages show the current and combined curriculums of all three high schools.
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