TRANSPORTATION


Transportation is not the number one topic when school districts are considering consolidation, but it is extremely important. We are talking about the safety of children. It is imperative that the buses and other vehicles used to transport students be kept in good working condition and up-to-date.


Transportation concerns tend to center around the age of buses, the length of bus routes and the time the students spend on the buses. The consultants recommend that no student should be on a bus for more than one hour each way.


Different types of transportation and the cost to operate them will be examined in this chapter. The bottom line for a transportation program is the cost per mile.


The Illinois State Board of Education reimburses the cost of transportation at about 80%. This percent usually varies and depends upon the ISBE budgeted amount for Transportation and the requests they receive from Illinois schools.


Table XXIX shows some general information regarding the participating school districts transportation departments. 

Table XXIX
Individual School District Information

          General Information
Athens       Greenview     PORTA         Total

	Square miles
	82.3
	82.6
	170.3
	335.2

	Bus Service (contract/own)
	own
	both
	own
	

	# Busses  
	21
	5
	21
	47

	Ave.  # Transported
	876
	136
	1049
	2,061

	# Regular Routes
	13
	5
	16
	34

	# Special Ed Routes
	2
	2
	5
	9

	# Vocational Routes
	1
	0
	0
	1



Table XXX shows the number of miles traveled during the previous year by individual districts. 

Table XXX
Transportation Miles By District




          Athens       Greenview       PORTA          Total

	Regular miles
	103,531
	33,123
	147,507
	151,404

	Vocational Miles
	10,636
	15,834
	0
	26,470

	Special Education Miles
	48,841
	28,789
	37,050
	114,680

	Non Reimbursable Miles
	61,753
	11,468
	47,796
	121,017

	Total Miles
	224,761
	89,214
	232,347
	310,359



Table XXXI shows transportation cost by district and the individual costs per mile.
Table XXXI
Transportation Cost By District 

 

  Athens               Greenview          PORTA              Total    

	Regular Cost
	481,632.00
	76,707.00
	537,269.00
	612,065.00

	Vocational Cost
	41,005.00
	33,172.00
	0.00
	74,177.00

	Special Education Cost
	175,251.00
	60,121.00
	140,776.00
	249,449.00

	Non Reimbursable Cost
	153,996.00
	35,539.00
	169,135.00
	206,448.00

	Total Cost
	851,884.00
	205,539.00
	847,180.00
	1,065,894.00



                Athens     Greenview    PORTA       Total



	Cost Per Miles
	3.79
	2.30
	3.62
	3.43



The following tables will show fleet information for each district. 
Some of the older buses are used for spares. This information does not include Driver Education Cars. 

   Table XXXII 

Athens Fleet Information

    Bus #
 Year

          Make

    Capacity
    Total Miles*

	2
	2001
	Freightliner/Thomas
	65
	94,608

	17
	2001
	Freightliner/Thomas
	65
	87,900

	21
	2001
	Freightliner/Thomas
	65
	42,904

	12
	2002
	Freightliner/Thomas
	71
	85,038

	11
	2004
	Freightliner/Thomas
	71
	68,443

	6
	2004
	Freightliner/Thomas
	71
	61,715

	4
	2005
	Freightliner/Thomas
	71
	65,524

	14
	2005
	Freightliner/Thomas
	71
	33,163

	7
	2005
	Freightliner/Thomas
	71
	59,232

	8
	2005
	Freightliner/Thomas
	71
	36,945

	18
	2006
	International
	71
	24,142

	13
	2007
	Freightliner/Thomas
	28
	59,519

	19
	2007
	Freightliner/Thomas
	71
	35,129

	16
	2007
	Freightliner/Thomas
	71
	56,211

	1
	2007
	Freightliner/Thomas
	71
	5,902

	20
	2008
	Freightliner/Thomas
	71
	17,789

	22
	2008
	Freightliner/Thomas
	71
	21,164

	10
	2009
	International
	71
	9,045

	3
	2009
	International
	35
	18,549

	5
	2010
	International
	71
	2,242

	9
	1999
	Chevrolet
	17
	149,174



  Other Vehicles**




	Minivan
	1996
	Ford
	7
	158,096

	Minivan
	2001
	Ford Windstar
	7
	104,431

	Minivan
	2005
	Ford Freestar
	7
	117,844

	Minivan
	2005
	Ford Freestar
	7
	63,830



*Use December 31, 2009 mileage.


** Include Mini Buses used for extra curricular activities.

   Table XXXIII
Greenview Fleet Information

    Bus #
Year

        Make

    Capacity
    Total Miles*

	28
	2010
	Blue Bird
	71
	4,999

	29
	2010
	Blue Bird
	71
	4,590

	30
	2010
	Blue Bird
	71
	6,149

	31
	2010
	Bluebird
	61 + Handicap
	6,512

	23
	2005
	Freightliner/Thomas
	65
	40,195


  Other Vehicles**

	Van (#1)
	2008
	Ford
	8
	58,861

	Van (#2)
	1988
	Chevy
	8
	186,395

	Van (#3)
	1999
	Chevy
	8
	143,395


*Use December 31, 2009 mileage.


** Include Mini Buses used for extra curricular activities.

   Table XXXIV 

PORTA Fleet Information

    Bus #       Year

   Make

                  Capacity
     Total Miles*

	1
	2006
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	34,363

	2
	2009
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	15,953

	3
	2006
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	104,601

	4
	2007
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	22,714

	5
	2006
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	42,248

	6
	2010
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	4,458

	7
	2008
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	21,748

	8
	2006
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	71,807

	9
	2006
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner 
	71
	45,841

	10
	2009
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	18,352

	11
	2008
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	42,389

	12
	2010
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	5,464

	13
	2006
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	44,974

	14
	2007
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	39,206

	15
	2006
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	45,496

	16
	2006
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	53,053

	17
	2007
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	44 + 3 or up to 62
	37,500

	18
	2007
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	31,730

	19
	2009
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	71
	13,101

	20
	2009
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	44 + 3 or up to 62
	17,760

	21
	2008
	Thomas-C2-Freightliner
	44 + 3 or up to 62
	38,868


  Other Vehicles**

	Van #22
	2003
	GMC Savanna Van 
	7 
	116,319

	Van #23
	2004
	GMC Savanna Van
	7
	68,209

	Driver Ed Van
	1998
	Town & Country
	7
	162,361


*Use December 31, 2009 mileage.


** Include Mini Buses used for extra curricular activities.

Together the districts transport an average of 2,061 students and run 34 regular routes, 1 vocational and 9 special education routes with a fleet of 47 buses. Of these buses, 46 were manufactured between 2001 and 2010. The bus fleets of three districts are outstanding. Transportation would not be a concern for any of the reorganized districts. 
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