What’s next? 

If the Boards of Education wish to continue with any of the reorganization options, the following should happen:

1. Hold a joint meeting for all boards to insure understanding of all data.

2. Select an attorney to review all data and the law on the reorganization option. 

3. Boards formally vote to approve or reject the reorganization option. 

4. Appoint a Committee of Ten to continue the process if needed.

For the consolidation or school district conversion to happen, it must receive a majority of votes in all communities involved in the reorganization process. If the vote fails in one or more community, the same petition, ballot, cannot be voted on again for two years. In a three district consolidation, if a positive vote is received in two of the three districts, the communities who voted in favor of the consolidation can bring up the vote again with just the two school districts. The consultants are recommending using the Dissolution/Annexation option rather than consolidation. Unless moved by a petition from the voters, a Committee of Ten would not be needed.
High School Deactivation:
The Greenview Board of Education passes a resolution to deactivate and submits ballot question to the Regional Office of Education by a timeline specified by ISBE. (Must specify what school district or districts students can attend.)

The Athens and/or the PORTA School Boards adopt a resolution to accept students and the districts should agree on a two year tuition amount. The agreement should specify, upon renewal, the maximum percentage that tuition could be increased.
The board of the district contemplating deactivation shall, by proper resolution, cause the proposition to deactivate the school facility to be submitted to the voters of the district at a regularly scheduled election. Notice shall be published at least 10 days prior to the date of the election at least once in one or more newspapers published in the district or, if no newspaper is published in the district, in one or more newspapers with a general circulation within the district. The notice shall be substantially in the following form: 
The proposition shall be in substantially the following form: 


















YES










NO        
Only citizens from the Greenview School District will vote for the deactivation.  If the district decided to reactivate the Greenview High School, another referendum must be held.
   The Greenview School Board could allow students to choose which district (Athens or PORTA) they wish to attend or divide the district into regions with students attending the school closest to them. If this were to happen, the teachers would be transferred proportionately to the students. For example, if 50% of the students went Athens and the other 50% went to PORTA, then 5 teachers would be transferred to Athens and 5 teachers to PORTA.

Annexation:

Annexation has two procedures school boards can use. The first is for districts with a population less than 5,000 residents. Under this method, a referendum is not held. Before the board of education can adopt a resolution to dissolve the district a public hearing must be held to inform the residence of the district of the proposed dissolution and to answer concerns regarding the proposed dissolution.   The board must give at least 10 days notice published once in a newspaper having general circulation in the district of the informational meeting. After the meeting, a resolution to dissolve the district is adopted and sent to the regional board of school trustees who will decide upon the petition. Under this method, the regional board of school trustees decides which district will be the annexing district. The dissolving district may state their preference but the final decision rests solely with the regional board of school trustees. A referendum is not held under this method.
Under the second method, the Greenview Board of Education shall file the petition to the regional board of school trustees through the regional office of education. The petition must specify the school district or districts to which all of the territory of the district proposed to be dissolved will be annexed. The petition shall request the submission of a proposition at a regular scheduled election for the purpose of voting for or against the annexation of the territory described in the petition. The petition shall be decided solely by the regional board of trustees of the region in which the regional superintendent of schools has supervision of the school district being dissolved.
After the Annexation Petition has been filed, the secretary of the regional board of trustees will send a copy of the petition to each school district involved. The regional superintendent of schools, who is an ex-officio member of the school trustees, will publish the following notice in a local newspaper pursuant to statutory requirements, and a hearing before the regional board of school trustees is held between 10 and 15 days after the publication of the notice.  
NOTICE OF REFERENDUM FOR ANNEXATION BY (Name of Annexing District)
OF ALL TERRITORY OF GREENVIEW SCHOOL DISTRICT 200
  NOTICE is hereby given that on (insert date), a referendum will be held in part(s) of, Menard and Logan counties for the purpose of voting for or against the proposition to annex all of the territory comprising Greenview School District 200 of Menard County, Illinois to (name of annexing school district) of  Menard County, Illinois.

 The territory which now comprises all of the territory of Greenview School District 200 of Menard County, Illinois which territory is the same as the territory which is proposed to be annexed to (name of annexing school district) Menard County, Illinois, is described as follows: (Here describe such territory.) 
The territory which now comprises (name of annexing school district) of Menard County, Illinois, which district it is proposed shall annex the territory above described in this Notice, is described as follows: (Here describe such territory.)

The election is called and will be held pursuant to an order of the regional board of school trustees dated on (insert date), which order states that the change of boundaries pursuant ito the annexation granted or approved by the order shall be made if a majority of those voters in each of the affected school districts who vote on the proposition at the election vote in favor thereof.
Dated: _______________________. 


Regional Board of School Trustees: _______________________________________
The petition shall be in substantially the following form: 




OFFICIAL BALLOT
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    NO


The consultants believe that the school boards of the dissolving and annexing districts keep voters informed regarding the issue. If there is no opposition to the dissolution/annexation and the regional board of school trustees will work with the two school districts, then the under 5,000 resident method can be used. This by far is the least expensive method.

If taken to a referendum, citizens in both school districts have an opportunity to vote on the referendum. To pass, the petition must receive a majority of votes in both school districts.

There are different timelines for High School Deactivation, Annexation, Unit District Conversion and Consolidation.  These dates should be obtained from the Regional Office of Education. Here are the timelines for the November 2010 and April 5, 2011 Elections: 
Timelines For General Elections
The following four pages show the approximate timelines that are to be used for the various reorganization options. School boards should check with the ROE and/or ISBE to make sure petitions are filed correctly. 

The first two pages refer to the November 2, 2010 General Election and the last two pages refer to the April 5, 2011 General Election.
High School Deactivation

Approximate Timelines for November 2, 2010 Election

Prior to August 29, 2010
School Board adopts Resolution to Deactivate High School (Resolution must be adopted no less than 65 days before election)

September 2, 2010
Proposition submitted to proper election authority (61 days prior to election)

Prior to October 23, 2010
Publish notice in newspaper (at least 10 days prior to election)

November 2, 2010



General Election

School District Dissolution/Annexation
Approximate Timelines for November 2, 2010 Election

Week of May 31, 2010
Approximate last week to file Dissolution/ Annexation Petition with ROE Office and meet all other timelines
Week of June 7, 2010
ROE publishes Public Hearing Notice

Not more than 15 days or less than 10 days after the publication of notice, the Regional Board of Trustees holds a Public Hearing

Between June 17 and June 28
Public Hearing – based on the day of notice
June 29 – July 28
Decision by Regional Board of School Trustees (30 days)

July 29 – September 1
Time period to contest Regional Board of School Trustees decision under Administrative Review Law (35 days)

September 2, 2010
Proposition submitted to proper election authority (61 days prior to election)

November 2, 2010
General Election

High School Deactivation

Approximate Timelines for April 5, 2011 Election

Prior to January 30, 2011
School Board adopts Resolution to Deactivate High School (Resolution must be adopted no less than 65 days before election)

February 3, 2011
Proposition submitted to proper election authority (61 days prior to election)

Prior to March 26, 2011
Publish notice in newspaper (at least 10 days prior to election)

April 5, 2011




General Election

School District Dissolution/Annexation

Approximate Timelines for April 5, 2011 Election

Week of November 1, 2010
Approximate last week to file Dissolution/ Annexation Petition with ROE Office and meet all other timelines
Week of November 8, 2010
ROE publishes Public Hearing Notice

Not more than 15 days or less than 10 days after the publication of notice, the Regional Board of Trustees holds a Public Hearing

Between November 18 and 29
Public Hearing – based on the day of notice

November 30 – December 29
Decision by Regional Board of School Trustees (30 days)

December 30 – February 2, 2011
Time period to contest Regional Board of School Trustees decision under Administrative Review Law (35 days)

February 3, 2011
Proposition submitted to proper election authority (61 days prior to election)

April 5, 2011
General Election

BOARD DECISION





Discontinue Process


Pursue Reorganization





NOTICE OF REFERENDUM TO DEACTIVATE THE GREENVIEW SCHOOL FACILITY IN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 200


    Notice is hereby given that on (date), a referendum will be held in Menard County for the purpose of voting for or against the proposition to deactivate the High School facility in School District No. 200 and to send pupils in Greenview High School to School District No. __. (Can be both Athens and PORTA School Districts).


  �    The polls will be open at ____ o'clock a. m., and close at ____ o'clock p. m. of the same day.


Dated: _________________. 


�Regional Superintendent of Schools: _____________________________________


�





Shall the Board of Education of School District No. 200, Menard County, Illinois, be authorized to deactivate the Greenview High School facility and to send pupils in Greenview High School to School District ___?





Shall the following described territory comprising all of the territory of Greenview School District 200, Menard County, Illinois be annexed to and made part of (name of annexing district) of Menard County, Illinois? (Here describe such territory.)











PAGE  
106

