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PORTA High School


Supt.– Matt Brue


Principal– Darren Hartry


V.Principal– Doug Elledge


Guidance– Amy McMahan


Career Specialist– 


	Lisa Willhite





For more information on JILG, call 217-632-3216





July, 2007





Dusti Nance (blue blouse) works full time at  Athens Village Market in Athens.  She is close to completing her first year at the market.


Dusti also plans to attend Lincoln Land this fall to begin classes in culinary arts.  


She has the privilege of working side-by-side with her sister, Heather (pink).  





Where Are They?





	Kent’s IGA in Petersburg employs JILG follow-up participants Steven Troxell and Amanda Juhl.  Steven has been at IGA for nearly a year.  He begins classes in September at Lincoln Tech. in Indianapolis, Indiana to train to become an engine mechanic.


	Amanda has been at IGA  since April, 2006.  She will be leaving for Bloomington, Illinois at the end of this month to attend classes at a community college there.





        Hardee’s in Petersburg is employer to Jobs for Illinois Graduates participants Amanda Spencer, Andrew Fettis (top photo), Kayla Scheina (bottom photo), and Josh Wilson (not pictured).


         Andrew plans to move to Springfield soon.


         Amanda is currently a manager at Hardee’s.  She has worked there for almost 3 years.  She plans to attend Midwest Technical Institute in Springfield next spring for medical assisting.


        Kayla is currently attending cosmetology classes.


        Josh will attend Lincoln Land Community College in the fall to begin his career in culinary arts.





Jessica Bacon is shown at River Bank Lodge in Petersburg..  She works as a front desk clerk.





Jessica was in JILG for both her junior and senior years.
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	Junior participant, Kylie McConnell, is PORTA JILGs student of the month.  Kylie is an assistant activity aide at Menard Convalescent Center in Petersburg.  She began her employment at the facility  August 1, 2006 in the kitchen as a dishwasher.


	She volunteered several hours this past spring with our Adopt-A-Grandparent program (coordinated by follow-up participant Courtney Leverton and MCC supervisor, Jan Tabor).  Kylie  became interested in becoming an activity aide.  She applied and got the job.


	Kylie enjoys working with the residents, but is still undecided about pursuing cosmetology or a career closely related to her current position. 


	Menard Convalescent Center is under the direction of Mr. Steve Territo 


	 Upper left, Kylie is taking a test on the computer, required of all facility employees.


	Lower left, Kylie is serving cake to a resident during a birthday party celebrating July resident birthdays.





See more on page 3





Student of the Month





			National Training Seminar


		The National Training Seminar (NTS) is an annual event for local and state affiliates of the JAG National Network  and guests.


	The objectives of the National Training Seminar are used to plan, organize and evaluate the annual event. Attendance continues to increase (annually), therefore, it is believed that NTS is serving the needs of the JAG National Network.


	PORTA High School Career Specialist for Jobs for Illinois Graduates attended the 2007 NTS in Orlando, Florida which was held July 12-15th.  Several keynote speakers addressed the state delegates in general sessions.  Among the presenters were:  Kenneth Smith, President and CEO of JAG; Dr. Jim Koeninger, Executive Vice President of JAG; JAG Board of Directors member and Miss America 2005, Deidre Downs; Adriane Brown, President and CEO of Honeywell Transportation Systems; and Cameron Johnson, self made entrepreneur since age 9.  Former JAG students were also highlighted.


	Career specialists from several states attended workshop sessions in addition to the general sessions.  Among the workshops providing information to specialists were:  Career Cruising (Illinois presenters Coley O’Connell and Michelle Koppitz); Documenting the Follow-up Process and Building Important Relationships; Risky Business (life skills curriculum); Team Building Techniques (Dr. Koeninger); and Taking Photographs that Send the Right Message.


Illinois was the largest delegation in attendance, and earned 


several state and individual awards.   JILG specialists earned 1st place for their creative marketplace displaying students in various activities, and sharing best practices with other state delegates.  


	





NTS 2007—Orlando, Florida
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Illinois Marketplace Earns 1st Place





Workshop Presenters





General Session Presenters





Illinois Specialists Earn Top Awards





 < From left to right:  Ken Smith, Pres./ CEO JAG; Diane Reagan, Freeport; Deidre Downs, Miss USA 2005;  Honeywell President Adriane Brown; Michelle Goostree, Nashville; and Bob McNeely, Flora.





Above:  PORTA JILG specialist Lisa Willhite with JAG President, Ken Smith.


Right:  Bob McNeely, Flora; Jamie Behrends, Jacksonville; Linda Spicer, JILG regionalmanager; Lisa Willhite, PORTA; and Sue Haptonstahl, Springfield Southeast.





Above: PORTA JILG specialist Lisa Willhite with JAG Vice President, Dr. Jim Koeninger.


Left:  Jacksonville specialist, Jamie Behrends pins JILG lapel pin on Dr. Jim Koeninger.





Page 4





    For the class of 2007, the specialists must contact the participants at least once per month.  If the participant has a job, then the employer is also contacted.   If participants are taking classes, the college is contacted to verify enrollment.    





  The specialist offers support for the employers by assisting with any problems or situations that might arise with the participant employee.





  For June and July, all participants or their employers were contacted.  





  PORTA statistics for the Class of 2007 are as follows for the month of July:


	Category	    	Statistic		%		      Target


Graduates:  			 26 of 29   	     89.66%			90%


Job Placement:		 17 of 26	     65.38%			60%


Full Time Jobs:		   7 of 18	     41.18%			60%


Full Time Placement:	   7 of 18	     41.18%			80%


Positive Outcomes:	 17 of 26 	     65.38%			80%


Further Education Rate:      			N/A





         Two of the 3 non-graduates are employed part time and plan to re-enroll in high school this fall.


     


     7 of the graduates are presently Fulltime employed with no college; 10 are part-time with no college; 9 are available but not employed at this time.





     Several participants plan to attend a college, university or technical school this fall. 





         There were no unable to contact for the month 


of July.  





      If you have questions about how the above 


categories are calculated, or would like more 


information on the Jobs for Illinois Graduates 


program, please feel free to call Lisa Willhite at 


217-632-3216, 


	              or visit the   JILG website at     





www.jilginc.org.





Follow-Up for PORTA JILG








